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(U) CALIFORNIA 
 
(U) Merced – Man Charged with Bomb-Making, Weapons Possession 
(U) A California resident was charged with making 10 shrapnel bombs, including one that was thrown at 
a home and burned a fence. A federal grand jury indicted Wes Parker McDaniel, 52, of Merced in the 
San Joaquin Valley, on charges of making and possessing unregistered destructive devices, destroying 
property with an explosive, impersonating a federal agent, and being a felon illegally possessing a rifle 
and ammunition that were found at his home. 
SOURCE: 13 August 2021, The Mercury News 
 
(U) Modesto – Feds Charge Man with Sending Racist Death Threat to Congresswoman 
(U) Federal prosecutors filed criminal charges against a California resident who allegedly sent 
Representative Maxine Waters a death threat that included a racist slur and was signed on behalf of the 
Ku Klux Klan terrorist group. Michael Anthony Gallagher, 71, was charged Wednesday with mailing 
threatening communications, a federal offense that carries up to 10-years in prison. Waters, a 
Congresswoman since 1991, was one of several Democratic leaders targeted by a mail-bombing attack 
three months before she received the threat. The FBI and US Capitol police intercepted pipe bombs that 
had been mailed to her office in October 2018. 
SOURCE: 12 August 2021, The Mercury News 
 
(U) Sacramento – Thieves Are Stealing Scarce Water amid Extreme Drought 
(U) As an extreme drought grips California, making water increasingly scarce, thieves are making off with 
billions of gallons of the precious resource, tapping into fire hydrants, rivers, and even small family 
homes and farms. State and local officials say water theft is a long running-issue, but the intensifying 
drought has driven the thefts to record levels as reservoirs dry up and bandits make off with stolen 
water, often to cultivate the growth of illegal marijuana crops. At least 1.8 billion gallons of water are 
estimated to have been stolen across the state since 2013, impacting legitimate farming operations, 
drinking water sources, Native American tribes, and small communities. 
SOURCE: 13 August 2021, CNN 
 
(U) SOUTHWEST BORDER 
 
(U) California – Several Detained after Panga Boat Lands in Malibu 
(U) Malibu – Twenty Mexican nationals were detained after attempting to come ashore in a panga boat 
off the Malibu coast in Ventura County. Sixteen males and four females, all Mexican nationals, were 
determined to be here illegally. They came from a boat on the shore of a remote stretch of Malibu 
beach below cliffs off Pacific Coast Highway. A park ranger had spotted the boat, overloaded and 
attempting to reach land. By the time it did, though, deputies were on the scene to take all the 
passengers into custody. 
SOURCE: 12 August 2021, NBC4 
 
 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/08/13/california-man-charged-with-bomb-making-weapons-possession/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/08/12/san-francisco-feds-charge-man-with-sending-racist-death-threat-to-rep-maxine-waters-signed-kkk/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/22/us/california-water-thieves-drought/index.html
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/several-detained-after-panga-boat-lands-in-malibu/2670167/
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(U) NATIONAL  
 
(U) Colorado – Mesa County’s Election Equipment Scrapped after Breach, Criminal Probe Launched 
(U) Denver – Colorado's secretary of state on Thursday ordered a county to scrap and replace its 
election equipment that she said was compromised with the assistance of its elected clerk, and a local 
prosecutor has launched a criminal investigation into the security breach. The Colorado secretary of 
state ordered an investigation this week after images of Mesa County's election equipment passwords 
were posted online by a known conspiracy theorist. 
SOURCE: 12 August 2021, Reuters 
 
(U) Pennsylvania – FBI Reports 6 January Rioter Tried to Attack Police at US Capitol with Taser 
(U) Fleetwood – A judge ordered a Pennsylvania man who prosecutors accuse of running at police 
during the 6 January US Capitol riot with an electrical Taser device to remain jailed pending trial. Alan 
Byerly, 54, who was arrested on riot-related charges on 7 July, agreed to his continued detention. 
Prosecutors said Byerly, of Fleetwood, Pennsylvania, was seen near a police line on the Capitol's west 
side with what appeared to be "a Taser device" which he then, seemingly without provocation, switched 
on and proceeded to charge at police. Police managed to grab the Taser but Byerly "continued to charge 
toward the officers." Later Byerly was involved with other protestors in an attack on a photographer for 
a media outlet. 
SOURCE: 12 August 2021, Reuters 
 
(U) INTERNATIONAL 
 
(U) Afghanistan – Pentagon Sending Troops to Kabul to Help Evacuation of US Embassy 
(U) Kabul – The Pentagon is sending troops to Karzai International Airport in Kabul to help drawdown 
personnel at the US Embassy as the Taliban continues its offensive in Afghanistan. Pentagon spokesman 
John Kirby confirmed Thursday afternoon that more 3,000 military personnel are being sent to Kabul in 
the next 24-48 hours, plus an additional 1,000 personnel to Qatar to help with the processing of Special 
Immigrant Visa applicants in the coming days. Taliban insurgents tightened their grip on Afghanistan on 
Friday, wresting control of the second- and third-biggest cities as Western embassies prepared to send 
in troops to help evacuate staff from the capital, Kabul. The capture of Kandahar in the south and Herat 
in the west after days of clashes is a devastating setback for the government as the Taliban advances 
turn into a rout. 
SOURCE: 13 August 2021, Reuters 
 
(U) United Kingdom – Six People Killed in Mass Shooting 
(U) Plymouth – Six people, including a child, were killed in a mass shooting in the city of Plymouth in 
southwest England. Two females and three males, including the suspect, died from gunshot wounds at 
the scene of the incident. Another female died a short time later in hospital. Police had earlier described 
the shooting as a "serious firearms incident" and said the situation was contained. The police added that 
the incident was not related to terrorism. 
SOURCE: 13 August 2021, Reuters 
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(U) FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE EMAIL STAC@CALOES.CA.GOV, OR CALL 916-636-2900. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/colorado-countys-election-equipment-scrapped-after-breach-criminal-probe-2021-08-13/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/fbi-says-accused-jan-6-rioter-tried-attack-police-us-capitol-with-taser-2021-08-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/embassies-get-staff-out-afghanistan-taliban-claim-two-big-cities-2021-08-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/emergency-services-deployed-at-scene-incident-city-plymouth-england-2021-08-12/
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